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TRAIL
STORI

LIVE TRAIL LIFE

WE ALL CREATE TRAIL STORIES. EACH ONE UNIQUE
AND WRITTEN IN DIRT. WE SPIN TALES OF SPEED,
RIDE THE TWISTS OF THE TRAIL, WE FORGE
FRIENDSHIPS AND MOMENTS THAT LAST FOREVER.

EXPLORE OUR LATEST APPAREL
RANGES AT IXS.com
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Most welcome and thank you for reaching
out to me! It is a great honour to be one of
the contributors to MTB Mag Asia.

| am Faroz Marzoki, 35 this vyear
residing in the North-western part of
Singapore. | am currently working for
a government agency which oversees
the communications system in the
railroad environment.

My involvement with the
federation as the Vvice-
president for mountain bike
of the Singapore Cycling
Federationis onavoluntary
basis. Ever since the day |
took up the role as VP, |
focus on strategising,
implementing the ‘
grassroot development, dﬁ;‘"
talent scout and being - W
the representing voice

of the MTB scene

in  Singapore. The
execution of events

are still done by the ,
full time staff. The Z
main objective has




been to push for the inclusivity of the mountain

bike community from various riding disciplines.
| have always emphasized involving women and
children in events as this encourages more
people to take up mountain biking as a sport.

| started proper mountain biking back in
2005 and got myself familiar with cross-
country riding. Then | ventured other
disciplines such as dirt-jumping, trials-
riding and did a bit of downhill racing.

It was in 2018 when my wife was
expecting our first child, | decided
to retire from racing. With that, |

had more time with my growing

family and started working

closely with key local mountain

biking personnel on the things

we could do to improve the

local mountain bike scene and
expand our outreach.

Number I spot
must be Ketam
Bike Park which is
located offshore of
Singapore, in Pulau




Ubin. It is in the
eastern part of
Singapore, and you
will need to take a
|5 min bumboat ride
across the straits to
get to the island.

Secondly, is Kent Ridge
Bike Park which has 2
main tracks — downhill
and cross-country. With
the recent popularity
of Enduro racing (All-
mountain  riding), Kent
Ridge has everything, from
elevation and to flowy
descends, it has you covered
for a day’s worth of riding.

And of course, not forgetting the
most popular among all locals, is
the Bukit Timah Mountain Bike
Trail. It is my go-to during the
weekends for fast in fast out kind
of day. It is a singletrack which has
a good balance of technical features
and flowy sections.

Yes,| do.My long-term sponsors are Funn
MTB Component, Granite Design and
Speed Singapore. Funn MTB Component
have me covered with all the contact
points and Granite Design accessories with
handy portable tools and add-ons. Speed
Singapore have looked after my customized
premium jersey needs from Speed Jersey.

There are also a few local bike shops and
distributors which support me on equipment
and soft goods. Special shout out to Crankworkz
for the Deviate frames, DVO suspension, TRP



' 1
‘i : components, Less
- ’ Brake pads and Ride
~ - Panzer tire inserts.
i ¢

Also, Bike Suite for all
the in between such
as All-mountain Style
protective stickers,
Dharco clothing, Fast
House gloves, Etnies
shoes, Giro and Met
helmets.

Not forgetting, Rigorer
Singapore for the protective
wear and finally, Sunday
Shades Co. for the eyewear
for both on and off-saddle days.

To be honest, there are plenty of
singletracks in Singapore. You may
connect with any locals here, we are
more than willing to show you our gems,

one trail at a time.

There was a steady growth over the years
but when Covid-19 happened, there was a
boom and suddenly everyone was a mountain
biker. Some got better over the years, but many
got their bikes to be better instead (Good for



the industry). Majority of the bikes you see
in Singapore are custom-built and don’t be
surprised if you see many Vital MTB “Bike of
the Day” here.

The singletracks here are fine, the black
diamond and the double black diamonds
are manageable. The trails mostly here are
blue square grades. If you are coming to
Singapore, a trail bike with 130-140mm
travel will suffice.

| am married with 2 happy bubbly
beautiful daughters.ltis not difficult,
but it is down to time management
and managing expectations. Back
then, | get to ride up to 3 times

a week but as of right now,
getting to ride with friends or
even alone, once a week, is
considered a privilege.

The high key period
of the mountain bike
national championships
was just over, so as of
right now, | am free
to do what | want.
And likely, | will just
continue with what |
do best, which is to
spread the brand
awareness and



educate the local mountain bike community. This,
| believe, is a form of showing my appreciation to
my sponsors and giving back to the community.

The future development of mountain biking
in Singapore is promising as recently, there
is a growth in mountain bike coaching

programmes. With this avenue, riders of

all ages and abilities can reach out to the
coaches to help them get better in the
sport and be more involved in events.

With this building block, individuals
can naturally be more acquainted to
riding clubs which are affiliated to
the federation and hopefully one
day, represent the country on the
international stage.
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| am a strong believer of
sharing positive vibes. It
is very contagious, and it
allows people to connect
without feeling awkward.
Progressively, the network
will grow, and this will
encourage one another to
elevate their riding skills
and be stoked about it.
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ACKSON GOLDSTONE
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Canadian becomes youngest-ever. winner. of world’s toughest
downhill race.

Rising Canadian downhill star Jackson Goldstone became the
youngest-ever winner of Red Bull Hardline as the 18-year-
old dominated the world’s toughest downhill course to win
the race in Wales by more than|six seconds over local riders
Joe Smith and Taylor Vernon.



https://www.instagram.com/redbullbike/
https://www.instagram.com/nathhughesphoto/
https://www.instagram.com/saskiadugon/
https://www.instagram.com/moonhead_media/
https://www.instagram.com/redbull/
https://www.instagram.com/jacksongoldstone/

VINCEN TaTUPIN
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haul of accolades.,]The 2021 junlor World Champion and 2022 junlor World
Cup overall winner also showed he’ sA@Iready more than a'match’ for: the
world’s most demanding downhlchgLvlrse during a brilliant finals run. After
qualifying in third place behind three-time event wmne&Eernard Kerr and ¥
Adam Brayton, he left the start hut ﬂlth only those two nde&algft to go"h :

— .__..4

‘was the only fault of note in an amazing run and he was coﬁBIetely unfazed '}
by any, of the course’s monster features. Crossing the Ilne witha margin of
more than six seconds over Joe Smith’s previously best tlme it would take

something special to beat Goldstone’s time of 2m 20. 525s.‘ v



https://www.instagram.com/vinny_t_/

SI|ps from both Brayton and Kerr, left Goldstone head and shoulders above
VA—‘—-—~— ———————————

wanted ‘to, with |ust one tlny‘mlstake, said Goldstone.&“l M SO _sto stoked, but
it’s not the way way | wanted to win} I’'m really gutted for all the boys who went



https://www.instagram.com/jacksongoldstone/

GEE’ATHERTON

Both Smith and Tayl_ggNernon Dut in solid, fault-free runs to secure second
and 'third places respectively.) Vernon'qualified |13th but held on to the hot
seat until the final six riders and the Welsh rldetheId on for third, recording
his best performance'at RedlBuII Hardllne., Smith meanwhilelis another
rider with history at Hardline] He’d already podiumed twice at the race and
held it all together on race ce'day, tgsecure his hat-trick of podiums, pipping
his countryman to second place by just four hundredths of a second.


https://www.instagram.com/gee_atherton/

Red Bull Hardline is renownedj_a_&_lgemg the hardest course on the planet.
— >-——————— I ——————
It pits s riders agalnst gaps and jumps that are more swted to motocross and
the mountain is littered with gut; wrenchlng features from 1 ‘top.to bottom,
The 2022"course had 'some minor, tweaks’ to, previous edltlons.,)Th long;,
,— s ———t—
stan_dﬂ'ng DlrtyLFerns jump section_ had 'gone through ) makeover.W|th the
hlﬁjump through'the trees replaced a_huge on-off and the two biggest gap
|ump?on 1 theentire course) Both'measured roughly,27m’ (90ft)‘_HardI|ne s
most successful competltor Bernard Kerr,was the first rider.to attempt the
new,doubles’in practlc?‘ but crashed spectacularly on Ianderg.)Thankfully
~ — ——
he ,was able to continue and hls feedback saw, saw, the take off’s angle changed

sllghtly,'ensurlr?ﬁlders could tackle the new features safely on race day,


https://www.instagram.com/taylorvernon67/

VINCENT;TUPIN

In this year’s edition however it wasn’t the 30m gaps or 70kph speed tucks
that were causing the riders issues during their race runs, but rather. some
stereotypically damp Welsh woodland at the top of the course. Second rider
on course David McMillan set the scene with a slip entering the wooded
section, and it would become a reoccurring theme as the race progressed.
The highest profile casualty was pre-race favourite' Kerr, whose quest for
a fourth Red Bull Hardline win was over before he’d had a chance to show
what he can do on the bigger feature, while the likes of Brayton, Craig Evans
and Charlie Hatton also fell within the first 30 seconds.
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:-."'\"..'h(.,_: ¥ BE=
ey

T S e

e
e ey

.-H
o

-

-



https://www.instagram.com/jacksongoldstone/

GEE ATHERTON

Maklng a surprlse return to racing at Red Bull Hardline was 20I8‘wmner %,
Gee Atherton, just one year/after, suffering life-threatening injuries]in’a”
. catastrophic’crash whilst filming nearby. The two-time ,World Champion
and 2018 Hardline winner announced his intention to compete less than
two weeks before finals day and the veteran was impressive from the off, \M’_
using his signature riding style as he threaded his way through the course’s’ - =
technical features. Addlng another win to his 2018 title was always going to
be a hard ask, but crossing the line was impressive enough for a 37-year-old .
still recovering from his myriad injuries and a fifth place finish showed that
he’s still a force to be reckoned with. ' u..i
. . '.#',
- | *-‘;l.‘. e,



https://www.instagram.com/gee_atherton/

Also turning heads on the course was New Zealand-based rider Jess
Blewitt, who made Red Bull Hardline history by becoming the first-ever
female athlete to take on the iconic course. An attendee of the all-female
Red Bull Formation freeride event in 2021 and a current top-10 World Cup
racer, Blewitt isn’t adverse to riding some of the hardest terrain around and
proved she was more than up to the task on the Dan Atherton-designed
course. Blewitt won the BF Goodrich Rider of the \Week award for her
riding during the event and although she didn’t make race day after breaking
her collarbone in practice, she’s shown the way for, other, female riders.
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https://www.instagram.com/jessblewitt_/

BERNARD KERR

__ A | _ R\ed BuII-HardI'lhe 2022 results
b A ’\ft\ ASEEES L eN, osal gt N (T GoIdSE'o?ne (CAN)*2m 20.525s
= R RE NS e < SR & 2. Joe Smith (GBR).2m 27.043s ..
e AR IR AR AL AR (g 5 S W TN _\Aa 3.“Taylor Vernon (GBR) 2m 27.084s

- . e 5 s —

VATHENE LT AN s SEn 4. Ronan Dunne (IRL) 2m 27.273s
ARIRTNE o W e M o 5. Gee Atherton. GBR).2im 28.356s

R T AN A S S ‘(.-».  65Sam Gale'( GgR 2)m 28.9025..
S - Rt 7. Jim Monro (GBR) 2m 28.930s

AN . | e A i 8. Harry Molloy (GBR) 2m 31.714s

L-, | 7 L 9. Thibault Laly (FRA) 2m 31.767s

\ 10. Florent Payet (FRA) 2m 37.436s


https://www.instagram.com/bernard_kerr/

Reliability, Redefined — For 20+ years, 5DG has
delivered cutting edge, dependable products.
And today, after 2 extensive years of global

& testing, the Tellis seat post is no exception.
Simply put, it just works, drop after drop.

Scratch resistant
anodized finish

Sealed hydraulic
cartridge system —
reliable & easily
replaceable

Masked graphics &
laser etching

Industry leading
featherlight
thumb actuation

Cold weather
approved - tested
down to -20° C

e

1x left side

lever included Premium Jaguar slick

housing, corrosion
resistant stainless cable

Simple install — cable : and alloy ferrules
head attaches at base

for quick connect

2-year limited liability warranty
= details inside user manual


https://sdgcomponents.com/products/tellis-dropper-seat-post?variant=32354231812201
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Do
you or your

family also do
other sports? What
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I
would be
curious how you
came to decide to
let your kids ride

MTB? Who taught

or trained them

to ride?
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Are
there lots
of parents in
Singapore who
motivate their kids to
ride MTB? Would you
say, that it is a very
unusual sport to in
Singapore?




What
is your and
your kids favourite
place to ride together?
Do you also go to other
places? And, do you think,
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